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"1, These novel units are
something | created and
started using in my
classroom. | had
students with significant
challenges and most
were non-readers .They
were the best thing |
ever did, and my
students LOVED them.
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Totem Poles

The history of totem poles goes back to the Northwest Coast
Indians. These Native American people lived in Southern Alaska
and the surrounding islands between Alaska and California.

For example, Cole carves a
totem while on the island.

Totem Poles _

Some o hee e they would carve no tolem poles Thi Here, students will learn

Tribes would carve huge canoes from the fallen spruce trees §
use them for fishing and transportation.

Faces would be carved and painted into the totem. 1. Totem poles were made by
The totem was the owner’s mythical animal or bird who wo SO' I Ie Of th e h IStO ry Of tOtel I l
protect them, give them power, and help with hunting. 2. Totem poles were made from

ot oot s o, | poles and answer some
questions about what they

animal/human like images telling the story of the family’s 3. Different would be carved onto the

ancestors. totems.

4. The would give the owner

5. Totem poles were but not worshipped.
& é ® v
o
: Morthwest
animals power Coast Indians honored
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Suggestions for Use

| made this unit to go along with the book, Touching Spirit Bear by Ben
Mikaelsen.

The thought is that you would be reading it aloud to your class at a
rate of about 1 chapter per day.

Suggestions on how |
found this activity worked
best in my classroom are
provided. | typically had
6-8 students with one
adult assistant in the room
with me.

Be sure to give each student their own copy of the story board (pg. 7)
to use while reading and discussing the story.

Benefits of reading out loud, even to classes made up of severely
affected students:

+ Teaches students to sit quietly even when there isn't something for
them to do. This is such an important life skill. We all have to
spend time sitting and listening to someone we are not that
interested in at some point.

+ Parents will LOVE you. Not only will they be excited their child is
being exposed to age appropriate material, but you are teaching
them how to sit quietly, which will hopefully transfer to home as
well.

* Even with your lowest level learners, you will have 1 or 2 that will
truly enjoy the story.

It can be a calming experience to sit and listen to the teacher read in a
methodical way. For students who need more structure, place the
number of post-it notes in front of him/her that corresponds to the
number of pages you intend to read. Remove a post-it as you finish
each page. The visual will help lessen their anxiety.

You will find one or more activity for each chapter. You will still have
plenty to choose from and find those that fit best with your students.

Differentiation:

+ For any activity, you can quickly differentiate for your lower level
learners by using a color coding technique.

+ If sorting, outline each sorting category a certain color and then
outline the corresponding pictures the same color.

* Becomes a matching task.

There are comprehension questions to accompany this unit. There are
5 questions for every chapter with 3 picture answer choices. You will
find these (in color and BW) in a separate file.

Christaloy, Specia Needs for Special Kids
The Picture Communication Symba B1-201 Tobii Dynavax. All Rights Reserved

Worldwide. Usedwith permission.




Color version

Touching Spirit Bear

Novel Unit
for Special Education

This entire novel unit
comes In 2 separate
files. One Is
completely in color
and one Is completely

In black and white.

By
Christa Joy
Special Needs for Special Kids

R T T
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Story Board : to use while reading and for class

discussions. Laminate and make 1 copy for each student.
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Hearing Circle feather alone
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Spirit Bear
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anger tell the truth
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ancestor rock invisible

forgiveness

p

repeat that

This unit comes with a
vocabulary board.

Vocabulary boards are great

for ALL students to assist with

participation and engagement
In group discussions.

Tips on how to use in the unit!!
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} What are different ways people can heal both physically and jh
i emotionally?

Erroriess version

Place the pictures below onto the circle map showing ways
people heal.

| _fiter,
= it entist visi medicine meditate =
— : There are circle maps
o (- o
. =D {8 = " . .
deep breaths exercise bandage hospital go outside I n th IS u n It'

healing

il S Circle maps are a great
' way for students to see
the big idea.

Place the pictures below onto the circle map ONLY IF they are
ways people can heal.

b
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doctor visit burn medicine rest meditate
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deep breaths exercise bandage fight go outside
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dentist visit really angry hospital

be mean




Cut out pictures and glue in circle map on previous page showing
insects that sting or bite.

Each circle map comes
with 2 choices:

bumble bee hornet fire ants - scorpion

black widow brown recluse horsefly mosquito

An errorless option with
only correct answers

Cut out pictures and glue in circle map on previous page ONLY IF they
are insects that sting or bite.

An option that has wrong
answers mixed in students
will need to set aside.

bumble bee

hornet worm scorpion

butterfly brown recluse dragon fiy mosquito

ﬁ%

black widow snail horsefly fire ants caterpillar
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Some jobs are easier with help. What are some jobs you can do
g on your own, and what are some that need more than one
! person?
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w m

ivba ') ¥ 44

cando alone easier with 2

There are sorting
activities.

Directions on how to add
color coding for
differentiation Is included.

Sort into the correct column on the previous page. Some
of these could be both but try to pick the best column.
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build a cabin shower play catch

write a note

$

color celebrate

put up a tent

AA

play a game lift something heavy




Sometimes, things make me . especially when it

seems unfair.

When | feel this way, | try to

.
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There are writing

If that doesn’t work, | can . T = —————————-— ————————— prOmptS-
: These are errorless

fihink good things| | think af

_ activities that allow
students to write a story
independently.

| know life is not always fair, and that is

fake a break walk away spend time alone fry again

| know | will be s ) e e S e e e e i o e i e

interesling

patient




Fire is very important for survival. Cut out the pictures and place in
Color in the state of Alaska. the picture to show why fire is important when you are in the wild.

Because there are
SO many activities,
you can choose the
ones that fit your
students the best.

Keep bugs away signal for help

Cole will be banished to an island of Alaska for one year. What does it
mean to be banished?

sundas




CH 2

1. For Circle Justice to work, Cole has to want to do what?

m ‘-('Gl

go to jail change fight

=

2. What did Cole have to wear until they go to the island?

'y f.i{l:,
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raincoat handcuffs life jacket
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~ ~  This unit does come with

| comprehension questions.
- @@ : 0s % There are 5 questions for
m@ no I don't know What ::gredients did Ga:ey make Coletaste?m every Chapter. EaCh

5. What did Cole do to the cabin?

3 /4] [ guestion has 3 picture

burn it down clean paint What did Cole do with the at.oow?

£ [ [ choices. They are in color
and black and white.

3. Where is Cole supposed to stay on the island?

Al |

i e Satn Had Cole’s parents been good to him?
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wash it throw in ocean bum it

What is Cole really good at?

%% iR 0
poker

math swimming

2

rough

Answer key included!!




