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This unit was created with
this guy in mind. He has
autism and an intellectual
disability. He is a non-
reader, and loves the sound
of piano keys. With some
support he is able to do this
unit, and enjoys the
challenge. He is my tester!!
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This unit contains over 150 pages
of material. I have included a
detailed lesson plan to help you
make the most of everything in
this unit including how to add some
group activities.

It comes in 2 separate files. One in
color and one in black and white



Lesson Plan

Preparation

# Print out a vocabulary board for each student to use throughout unit

o Laminate or place in pege protector
o Al T wesks will ure the same vocabulary board

# Books

o Print cut, laminate, and kind
o [here are 3 books in this unit. Cme book for each weel

o Also provided is PowerPoint show of each book if vou do not want to
print them out. However, students lowve to read these books long after the

unit is cwver.
* Voczbulary board activities

o This unit contains a file with 10 different group activities yvou can do with
the vocabulary board. You should plan to do one activity per day right

after reading the book.

Preassessment (do day 1 bsfors starting lesson)

#  For this unit, use the guizzes for the preasssssment and assessment.
#* | canmot emphasize encugh how important this step is. 1 you want to sse
gronath, this preassessment s 50 important!!

Tesching Tips

1. Codor Coding: this is a really easy way to add more structure to 2 matching
activity. Cutline or color in an empty box or sorting label. Cutline or color n

the corresponding picture symbols the same colors. Becomes 2 color matching

task.

g. For more info, read more here:
htips:/ specialneedsforspeciallads. crg 200150505 fusing-colcr-coding-for-

Weather Emergecfbf

differentiation

b. | also have a blog post on differentiating one activity 2 ways:
https-/fspecialneadsforsgpeciallads. org 20181002 2 differentiating-1-activity-

-wenys-aasiby-and-effectivelyy’

2. Make you own copies of the activities: Every day | review the activity we did

westerday. For that reason:

a. | often complete the activity ryself and often laminated it for ezsy review
that [ could use yesr after year.

The lesson plans contain:

Overall tips for teaching
students with significant
heeds




Cuick Look

Day

Activity

Activity

e Boockl e Bock?
! » ‘Vocab board g » ‘Vocab board activity
introduction o Writing prompt
- o Circle map
e Bookl e EBook?
2 » ‘Vocab board activity 10 » ‘Vocab board activity
- o Sorting activity o uiz
- . » Bookl » Book3
e 3 » Vocab board activity n * Vocab board activity
: o Tornado experiment o  Map activity
e e Bookl e EBoock 3
-~ 4 » ‘Vocab board activity 12 » ‘Vocab board activity
_ o Writing prompt # Matching activity
-~ o Bookl » Book3
: 5 * Vocab board activity 12 » Vocab board activity
- o uiz e Elizzard experiment
~ Book 2 + Book 3
Vocab board activity 14 » Vocab board activity

Circle map

Writing prompt

Book 2
Vocab board activity
Yorting activity

15

Book 3
Vocab board activity

Juiz

Book 2
Vocab board activity
Hurricane experiment

The lesson plans contain:

A quick ook at what you
will do each day



8 Day 14

| | Read or listen Read through the story, asking lots of » Book
| to the movie questions o Vocabulary
| of the boolk: Continue to make connections between board
| Where severe book and vocabulary board
| weather occurs
L mipnies) S S
| Vocabulary Choose an activity to do with the » Vocabulary
| board activity vocabulary board from list board
| (10 minutes) o o B .
| Experiment Review the experiment done yesterday. o Activit
| review comph
(2 minutes) - B _yesterda
| Writing Students will write a story about what type | »  Writing p
| Prompt of storm shelter they would build and what | ¢ Scissors
(10 minutes) they would put in it o Glue
This is an errorless activity and can be done
more than once
Make connections to the book as necessary |
| Sharing Each student shares their finished story with | « Completed
(10 minutes) the group using the communication method stories
of their choice » Communication

_devices

The lesson plans contain:

Detailed instructions on
how that day's lesson
should run




VOCABULARY BOARD/CARDS ACTIVITIES
By Christa Joy at specialneedsforpsecialkids.org

| Spy Game

Here is what you will need:
+ one copy of the board for each student
+ one teacher copy you have cut apart (enlarging it also helps but is not necessary)
+ Counters or way for students to mark their board
How to play:
+ Hold up one of the pictures from the board so only you can see it.
+ Describe it with as much detail as you can
+ Ask students to put their marker/counter on the picture they think you are holding
+ Turn it around and ask students to raise their hand if they got it correct

Scavenger hunt

Here is what you will need:
+ one copy of the board for each student
+ one teacher copy you have cut apart (enlarging it also helps but is not necessary)
+ Sticky notes
How to play:
+ Paste the symbols around the room
» Students walk around with their vocabulary board looking for matching symbols
+ Place a sticky note on their board covering the symbols as they find them

Speed matching

Here is what you will need:
+ two copies of the vocabulary board cut apart
How to play:
« place all the cards in the middle of the table
+ hold up a card, and the students race to find it in the pile in the middle of the
table
+ NOTE: for students with physical challenges, allow them to simply find the
symbol on their board or communication device

Puzzles

Here is what you will need:
+ One copy of the vocabulary board with each symbol cut in half
How to play:
» Give each student a pile of pieces

There is a separate file
that contains 10 group
activities to choose from
each day. These activities

utilize the vocabulary

board and strengthen the

knowledge of new
vocabulary.
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lightning

hurricane
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tornado
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not severe

repeat that

safe
A

| ke that

| don't know

| don't like that | need a break

Eay 1hisunit comes with a

vocabulary board.

\Jocabulary boards are
great for ALL Students to
assist with participation
and engagement in group
discussions.

TIPS on how to use in the
unit!!



" There are 3books with this
unit that cover various
e aspects of severe weather.
Each week uses a different
book.

Both come in pdf versions as
well as a voice recorded
powerpoints (So you don't have
to print it out.)

Severe weather can happen in the
summer.



There are 2 circle maps. One is
for week 1and one is for week 2.

Circle maps are a great way for

students to See the concept at g

glance. There are 2 versions:

e Oneiserrorless

e (One has wrong answers mixed
in students will have to set
aside
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Where are some safe and unsafe places you can be in a T h e re a re 2 S O rt "n 9

bad storm?

&>

hurnicane partly cloudy flood
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In a bathroom in a field Inacar Inside Tying a Kite:
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Tornado
Teacher Directions

Divide students into groups.

Allow each group to gather their supplies and check them off
on their first page.

I would have the duct tape already torn into a piece that is
about 3 inches x 3 inches.

Place tape over the top of one bottle (caps have been
removed). Help them to seal it down tightly.

Make a hole in the tape (into the bottle) with a pen.

Fill the other bottle three-quarters (3/4) of the way with
water.

Add some glitter to the water in the bottle. This will simulate
the debris that would fly around in a tornado.

Place the two mouths of the bottles together (the empty one
upside-down on top of the water-filled one), and tape them
carefully together with the duct tape, making sure not to leave
any holes, Test for leakage by carefully rotating the bottles.

To create the tornado affect, turn the bottles upside-down so
that the water should be flowing through the hole into the
bottom, empty bottle, Swirl slowly to help create the funnel.

=

Steps to make a tornado

D Remowe caps from bottles. . ?
DP[ace tape over top of bottle #1 .. Q |
Df"ress down all-around edge. | %& |
DPqu'e hole in tape with pen. \
DFiII bottle #2 half-way v m é |
T d@T |
D Add glitter to the water.
D Place empty bottle on top of bottle with water. E
DTﬁpe together. | ‘
Dl.fheck for leaks. %“

D'I’urn upside down and watch for a tornado! 4 =

PN  People on my team:

Tornado Experiment

Materials needed:

prece of duct tape

2 soda botthes

Each week has an
experiment. Included are
teacher directions, student
pages (collecting
materials, instructions
with picture prompts, and
recording observations.)




Tornados

S

Use the following choices to complete the sentence
on the previous page about tornados.

Use the following choices to complete the sentence
on the previous page about tornados.

Tornados
(D]

[E—
T L I

dangerous

Each week has a different
writing prompt. This one
1S oh tornados.




My Storm Shelter

My storm shelter will be made from

2. My storm shelter will be shaped like a
i 3. It will keep out the . and keep me safe.
-

4. There will be enough rocom for my to
“ come too.
-

5. 1 will bring plenty of with me.
P
L’

Each writing prompt is
— errorless and can be done

B i e A more than once sSo
. tudent reate more
~HAaAs students can create m
.~ thanonestory

% é’/ % "o%g ” S

grandparents

blankets

batteries




Clue the symbol on the map depending on the type of severe weather |
ey that might occur there.

Week 3 has a map of the

, f United States. Students

i S e et ¥ canid entify what types
(& of severe weather occurs




Look at the following signs and see if you can predict the
type of weather that may be coming.

Look at the following signs and see if you can predict the

e
iR

type of weather that may be coming.

Week 3 has a matching
rather than sorting
activity. Students match
the sign to the severe
weather that could be
coming. A differentiated
version is included.



Version 1

i

. . 1. Which is an example of overe weather? - EaCh Week haS 9 5
_— Z [V e
— = =] = question quiz.

2. Where should you go if there is severe weather? !
2 T 4 A ‘
? under a tree playground inside
i': 3. Lyéli]?t type of weather might you see before it starts to There a re 3 Ve r‘S "OnS- Th,'S
.
: = Bk version has 5 questions

[ [ [
'::: b O sovers weather should you watch forz o hetYPe with 3 plcture choices for
- b e b each qd vestion.

5. In our experiment, what type of weather did we make in the

bottle?
%@

blzzard

Answer key included.



Print onto cardstock or mount on index cards. Cut pictures
apart and show student answer choices for each question.

Version2 B

B

blizzard

blizard

\ D

LY
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v \
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thunderstor

With this version, you cut
out the answer choices
and glue them on index
cards. Ask the student
the question, and they
point to the correct
answer.



. Which is an example of severe weather?

A. Sunny
B. Rain
C. Tornado

. Where should you go if there is severe weather?

A. Under a tree

B. To the playground
C. Inside

. What type of weather might you see before it starts to

hail?

A. Stormy
B. Blizzard
C. Sunny

. As the clouds get dark and you hear loud booms, what

type of severeweather should you watch for:
A. Blizzard
B. Thunderstorm
C. Fog

. In our experiment, what type of weather did we make

in the bottle?
A. Hail

B. Tornado
C. Blizzard

This is your traditional
multiple choice version. |t
can also be vsed as a
recording sheet if your
students are using the
version with index cards.



Watch the
movie on
Where Severe
Weather
Occurs

Where Does Severe
Weather Occur?

[ w 5 A\

By
Christa Joy

There is g video of each
book read aloud.
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severs weaather

Place the picture in the circle map about sev

weather.

hurmicane

#ﬁ

flood

v

torado

thunder storm

k.

blizzard

[——

AN

loud

o ———

scary
_—

There are digital
versions of the
activities included.
Students click and
drag the answers.
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There are 2 sets, one
that includes
differentiation shown
here.




Tornado Experiment Type in the names of the people on your

team. Move the checks to the empty
boxes once you have the supplies you
need.

People on my team:

Materials needed:

- Q

00 v :
/ Each experiment (3)
N also has digital

Week 1

v ' v
Move the checks to the empty boxes once ' reCt ' O n ' n C U e
you have completed the step. -

Steps to make a tornado

- Remove caps from bottles.

D Place tape over top of bottle ﬂ,- . |
D Press down all-around edge. %s

D Poke hole in tape with pen. \
DFi]l bottle #2 half-way with water. | f |
D Add glitter to the water. g

D Place empty bottle on top of bottle with water. E

D Tape together. q
D Check for leaks. };

D Turn upside down and watch for a tornadol |,
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" This resource comes in a zipped folder. You will need to unzip the folder to
access all the contents which include:

> o 3weeks of lesson plans “
; e Severe weather activities in color

e Severe weather activities in black and white -
; e \Joice-recorded PowerPoint show

—

~ . . * All3books (PowerPoint) to use with activities

y

e Links and directions to digital activities

F“




