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This unit was created with
this guy in mind. He has
autism and an intellectual
disability. He is a non-
reader, and [oves a good
story. With some support he
iS able to do this unit, and
enjoys the challenge. Heis
my tester!!
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Terms of Use

In a separate files there are:
lesson plan

» voice recorded PowerPoint
Directions and links to digital activities

This unit has 15 days of activities
that will guide students through
how to find the theme of a story.

The unit is separated into 2 files,
one in color and one in black and
white.
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B 7heme Lesson Plan B Cuick Lok
. L
Preparation L Lk Chary Activity Doy
Set s Print cut  vocsbulary board for sach shedent o use throughont unit a4l i i Bk 5
o Llarminate or place in page protectar o 1 “ocab cards acthviby P Vocab cards activity OR
k + Book G Circle map alternate mciivity
. o Print cuf, laminate, and bind e — - Dl'med'ing thom Fh:lr:r'
o OR your students cam listen 1o the pre-recorded version L -E s Book Brook
. * ocsbulary cards e Viocab cards ackheiby 10 Vaorab cards activity OR
- g 3 & e -
; o Print cut a sef of cards q:lnt_:l cardstock and Ia_mlmb: . . :' 2 etk wiords Fo thermes alterniate mcivity
o Make one sef for sach shudent ppd alig one for the teacher to use in 1 Spy _'" s Dissacting the sory
BITIES Lt "
. s : : s Bock ook
g Pyt {do; deyr. ) before: sderting fecon) o7 Vocab cards activity ol Viocab cards acthvity OR
Choose the form of the assessmen? that best fits the learning level of your students :. % 3 Meatch weords fo thermes alternate acdivity
Give the asemssrment fo assess what your students many elready koo o - E‘I-ﬂcd'ing' the= Fh:lr:lr
I cannot emphesze enough hover imporfent this step is. 17 youw weant bo see W ', Bk # PBook
growih, this preasiesament is 30 fmpartant!! a3 Vocab cards acthvity 12 |+ Vocabulary cut and pa
iy Teaching Tips 'W' 4 Ilatch thames fo stories = Sudoku puzzle
1. Color Coding: this * Book
: ; m:i:i-.-ib,-l_. Ch.ﬁn;c- DEI‘,-' 3 + ocabulery cut an
g thecareponding | Adtivity MNotes ! Materials . ‘;‘;’: =
e Formorein | Fead or listen | ® Read through the story, asking lots of * Book S gt S e
| hitps/fped | to 2 recording questions * ‘ocabulary alternate &
4 % of the book *  Continue to make connections bebween board | = e
( nipsjioped | (15 minutes) bock and vocabulary board G o
s e Tt s e r e S - .
F . meu—’”’"—mmm Voczbulary . play this game, or variations of it the first Vocabulary
yesterday. For tha cards | 5py fewr days cards: {student
8. J'r;::f" Sy Came o Determine how many cards your set and teacher
: i My_:'is 3 (10 minutes) students can handle in front of them. set)
. o :
more appo This can wary, some students may be | * Vocabulary
1% waork a
3 A able to have zll the cards, o may board
s laminating anciad: | only be able to handle a field of 3-5 - B
Matd‘ung s  Review the workshest D::hmpieted vesterday | * “Workshest
words to completed
themes review vesterday
(5 minutes)
Match words | #  Students will read a commen theme and ¢ worksheet
to themes find the word that goes with (or *  scissors
(10 minutes) summarizes) it. o glue
#  Llse color coding if needed
* Make connections to the book as necessary
Sharing * FEach student shares their workshests with #  _ompleted
(10 minutes) the group using the communication method workshests
of their choice * Communication
devices

The lesson plans contain:

e QOverall tips for teaching
students with significant needs

® A quick look at what you will do
each day

e Detailed instructions on how
that day's lesson should run




main idea

setling supporting details| | characters say
-,
; Imam.
consequences everybody moral one sentence Important
repeat that | like that | don't like that | don't know break

This unit comes with a vocabulary
board.

\Jocabulary boards are great for
ALL students to assist with
participation and engagement in
group discussions.

Tips on how to use in the unit!!




But the theme is something different. The theme is
what the author wants you to learn from the story.

There is a book with this unit using
simple text and photos. 1t is 29
pages and goes through how to

Now, ask yourself what happened to the char- find the theme.
when he or she did or said that? When Pino-
told a lie, his nose would begin to grow.

It comes in a PowerPoint version
as well as a movie/mp4 file (So you
don't have to print it out.)



theme

What the author wants the reader to learn.
Applies to everyone.

L
.
author
', The person who writes the story.
.

theme

main idea theme
The overall message the author is trying to

tell the reader that relates to this one story. Applies to everyone.
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moral % author
e
The lesson, or what the reader is supposed e The person who writes the story.
to learn about how they should behawve. t-
e
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main idea

author

What the author wants the reader to learn.

L st
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main idea

The overall message the author is try’
tell the reader about the story.

The lesson, or’
to learn abc

)

There are vocabulary cards
students will use every day for
a group activity. There s also a
cut and paste activity.




applies to
everybody

never use a name

characters do

characters say

decided by authar|

learned by reader

X

important

ane sentence

Cut apart pictures and place in circle map ONLY IF they

N
L J
T 3 - .y
4_)
w consequences
Zier
.e
¥
L]
- ]
£
. about theme.
4%
R

applies to
ane person

never use a name

characters do

characters say

decided by author

leamed by reader

castle

one sentence

applies to
everybody
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important

foggy day
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Circle maps are a great way for
students to see the concept at a glance.
There are 2 versions:
e Oneiserrorless
e (One has wrong answers mixed in
students will have to set aside



Match the best word to go with each theme below.

To find what
you really
want may take

Don't
underestimate
what money

a long journey. can do for
you.

Don’t spend True love will

your life always find its

looking for way back to

what is right in
front of you.

where it
belongs.

No one ever Always assume
said life would the best and
be fair. look on the
bright side.
Always assume ldeiEnasd
the worst and anyone but
prepare for myself.

disaster.

Match each word below with the theme it goes with the

best.
Set 1
dream love good vs evil revenge
-~ -
= -
courage mortality perseverance jealousy
Set 2

passimism

self-reliance

A

There are 2 worksheets
where students match the
word that goes with each
theme.




Match the best story, movie, or commercial to the
theme below.
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Don’t give
Always tell iyl
the truth. p._ J . P
swimming.
Sometimes
just .
e J,U Just do it.
don’t want . e
P—— Match each story, movie, or commercial with the tf
g £ is goes with the best.
Set 1
A good friend There is
will get you only one .
through true love for . V
anything. each person. Snow White Mike Finding Neme L
A il
The gOOd Pﬂt;l I:an Harry Potter Toy Story Cindere
guy will Be careful
always win Whieyes | == sssssccccccceccocsccnesmss=es
in the end. trust. Set 2

Polar Express | | Charlotte's Web

Marley and Me

il g: u. N

There are 2 worksheets
where students match the

movie or story that goes with

each theme.



main idea

Sort the examples on the next page into those that are examples
of main ideas and those that are examples of themes.

Sort the following examples into the correct column on
the previous page. If you are not sure, place it on the

middle line,

Sally worked trained over a year
and won the gold medal.

Taking the easy way out never
works.

Always be prepared.

Jill saved her money until she could
get the car she really wanted.

Being a good sport is all that
matters.

Even though Bill lost the big game,
he still shook hands with the other

players.

You never know until you try.

Hard work pays off.

The campground flooded., but
Harry had a waterproof shelter and
stayed dry as a bone.

Patience is the key.

T - .. R _.._...._ne reared.
rincess.
Sort the following examples into the correct column on izzes but
the previous page. If you are not sure, place it on the al exam.
middle line.
its cover.
= 'ed down
dit, she
B
Be a good Patience is Don't take the | | Harry was ok Bill IdE"f, but
sport. the key. easy way out in the flood. shook hands.
The dragon I i Stella was é
saved the Jill saved for scared, but || Sallywona Always be
princess. perfect car. she did it. gold medal. prepared.
____j d
i Don'tjudge a || Bill cheated
You never know| | Hard work book by its | | then failed the
until you try. pays off. cover. exam.
T R X NG A AL e e
e »e e AT e Xoal 0% g -

There is a sorting activity
using words or pictures
that have students sort
examples of main ideas
and themes.
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main idea

There is a \enn Diagram where

Cut apart pictures and glue in correct location of Venn Diagram. StUd entS Compare the M a" 1 "d eq
and theme. A color-coded

| ||| R option (shown here) is included.
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consequences | |decided by author| |learned by reader important one sentence
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clue from

applies to
clue from fitle illustrations moral one story teaches a lesson




Topic

Characters

What
characters
do/say

Consequences

Theme (s)

3 Little Pigs

Bad Wolf

One pig uses straw.

o o | s | s [
WAl go to brick house.

Pig2 Hard work pays off

Woll comes
down chimney.

5

Wodl falls into
boiling pot

Pig1

Wod blows down
2 houses

Pig3

One pig uses sticks

Each pig builds a
house. 2 are blown
down by the wolf

students to dissect a common
story as a way to find the
theme.

Includes:

e Three Little Pigs

o |ittle Red Riding Hood

e Jack and the Beanstalk
e (oldilocks
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main idea topic
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everybody
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Place the following images in the empty squares on the
previous page. completing the sudoku puzzle.
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main idea

&

Theme

characters

characters
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author
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perseverance characters

revenge loyalty theme

love moral topic

adventure

There are vocabulary
puzzles for students to
review the new
vocabulary introduced
in the unit.




1. To figure out the theme, you need to the entire

book.

2. The theme is what the
story.

3. The theme can teach you a lesson or can have a :

4. To find the theme, first figure out the

want you to learn from the

of the story.

5. Then pay attentions to what the

do and say.

Theme (page 1)

moral

)
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never one main idea

consequences| | everybody

6. Finally, what are the of what the characters do or s7

7. You can tell someone the theme in sente

8. The theme will apply to ;

9. The theme has a character’s name in it.

l. The theme is NOT the same as the ;

Close worksheets are a great
informal assessment. There
are two worksheets that cover
theme.

Answer key included.
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4 2. The theme applies to:

character king

figure out the theme.

1.  The theme is what the author wants you to:

forget

3. True or False. You need to read the entire book in order to

Print onto cardstock or mount on index cards. Cut pictures
apart and show student answer choices for each question.
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4, The theme can be told tc

Semences =]

! 5. To figure out the theme,

14

" satti
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characters

L 4

Version 3

7. The theme will never have:

A. Words —
B. Character’s name
C. moral @
8. Which story has the theme: Sometimes what makes you
different makes you perfect for the job. o ..
A. Goldilocks
B. Red Riding Hood _ moral

C. Rudolph

9. Which story has the theme: Hard work pays off in the end.
A. Pinocchio
B. Polar Express
C. 3 Little Pigs

10. True or False. The main idea and the theme are the same thing.
A. True
B. False
C. | don’t know

question assessment. It
comes in 3 versions with
pictures and one that is
traditional multiple choice.

Answer Key included.



This resource comes in a zipped folder. You will need to unzip the folder to
access all the contents which include:

15 days of lesson plans

Color version of activities

Black and white version of activities

Finding the Theme book (PowerPoint) to use with activities
Digital versions of activities




B4 \Watch the
- movie on
# Theme

What do you think the theme of Nike's
commercial: Just Do It would be?

This unit also has 5
google slides. This
includes a movie
version of the book.
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Jack a Place the pictures in the correct locations on the story

map.

nd the Beanstalk

I Topic

Giant Jack's lack s
Jack falls from cov
maom
sy b

& Characters

ﬁ

Jack Jack
Tall
steals chops

There are 2 sets of
: o | T | [, slides (28 in each set).

e characters - There are C“Ck and
lacks sells the cow tu drag aCtiVitieS.

i do/say
beans. A beanstalk
grows, and Jack steals
from the giant.

Consequences

Good wins over evil.

Theme (s)




Match the story to go with each theme.

Ahways tell Don t:wk:e
the truth. up. Jus KeeR
swimming.
Sometimes
we just Just do it.
don't want
to grow up.
A good friend There is
will get you only one
through true love for
anything. each person.
The good
guy will Be careful
always win who you
in the end. trust.

°4

Snow White

Mike Finding Nemo

Pinnochio

Cinderella

The second set is
differentiated using
color. They have
students click and
drag pictures to
manipulate.
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Story-Elements-Bundle-for-Special-Education-17-weeks-7-Units-7237050

