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This unit was created
with this guy in mind. He
has autism and an
e g y wE intellectual disability. He
e . P 0 —— is a non-reader but shows

74 interest in what his peers
are [earning. Heis my
tester!!
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This unit contains almost

200 pages of material.

But

!

don't worry!! | have included a
plan to help you
make the most of everything

packed in this unit. T
activities highlighted in ¢

ne
e|

have a digital version inc

UG

ow
ed.



B A
Branches of Government Lesson Plan
for High School

Preparation
# Print cut a vocabulary board for each student to use throughout unit
o Laminate or place in page protector
¢+ Books

o Print out, laminate, and bind
o OR your students can listen to the pre-recorded version
¢ Voczbulary cards
o Print out a =t of cards onto cardstock and laminate
o Make one set for each student god_alsg one for the teacher to use in | Spy
EAmes

The lesson plans contain:

Preassessment (do day 1 before starting lesson)

¢ Choose the form of the assessment that best fits the leaming level of your students

¢  Give the asssssment to assess what your students may already know

# | cannot emphasize encugh how important this step s If you want to see
gronth, this presssessment is 5o important!!

Teadching Tips

1. Codor Coding: this is a really easy way to add more structure to 2 matching
activity. Cutline or color inan empty box or sorting label. Outline or color in
the corresponding picture symbols the ;ame colors. Becomes 2 oolor matching
task.

a. For more info, read more here:
https://specialneedsforspeciallads. org 2001 3/0505 fusing-color-coding-for-
differentiation,

b. 1 also have a blog post on differentiating one activity 3 ways:
https:/fspecialneedsforspeciallads. org 20018/10/2 2 /differentizting-1-activity-
F-wenys-easihy-and-effectively’

2. Nake you own copies of the activitier. Bvery day | review the activity we did
yesterday. For that reason:

a. | often complete the activity myself and often laminated it for easy review
that | could use year after year.

b My copies were also helpful as either a model for students who nesded

more support or as & way fior more advanced students to self-check their

Overall tips for teaching
students with significant
heeds




Cuuick Look
Cay Activity Day Activity Day Activity
Boak * PBook Boak
“ocak cards YWocak cards “ocak cards
1 inéro 3 b:l:l..ll"'r' 'Ij EF:I:IJI"'F'
#  Circle map + pdatching Close
mckivity workshest
Boak * PBook Boak
“ocak cards YWocak cards “ocak cards
mctividy mctinvity mctividy
2 #  Circle map ) # Check and 1& i
balsnces wrorhoinmet
mctivity
Book = Eook Bool:
WVocek cards VWViocak cards Wocak cards
mctivity mctivity actinvity
z *  Circle map 2 |s Checkand 17 Close
balances wiorkshest
mctivity
Book = Book Assessment
“ocak cards YWocak cards
4 E!:i:i'..li‘."r' 11 D:i:i'..li‘.‘r' 15
#  Flow char? *  Sequencing
mctivity
Boaok + PBook
5 “ocak cards 19 YWocak cards
motividy Cut and paste
Flows chart =  Sudolu puzzle
Boak # PBook
& “Wocaklk cards 13 Vocak cut mnd
mctividy peshe
Floees chiart * Word smarch
Book Book
Yocak cards Yocak cards
7 mctivity L4 mctivity
+  PMabching *  Clogs=
mctivity wrorhsheat

The lesson plans contain:

A quick ook at what you
will do each day



Day 3
Activity

Motes

Read or listen
to a recording
of the book:-
M0 minutes)
Viocabulany
cards | Spy

Same
N0 minutes)

Circle map
renis

I3 minartes)
Circle map (10
rrinutes)

Lharing
M0 minutes)

Read through the story, asking lots of
questions
Continue to make connections bebween
ook and wocabulary board
I play this game see desoniplion on day 2
Today, try to give cdues about the card your
student needs to find
o Read definiticn
o Show real photo that relates to card
from book
o Describe the picturs
Discuss relevant points on the card
o Tou can alzo play this game in this
manner having them find the symibol
on their vocabulary bosrd
Rewiew the drcle map completed vesterday

Do the circle map on the Judicial Branch
Choose the best version depending on the
lzarning level of your students (see
wiorkshest directions for more details)

Add color coding if nesded

Students complete the worksheset

Make connections o the book 25 necessary
Each student shares their finished worksheet
with the group using the communication
method of their choice

Vocabulary
cards {student
s=f and teacher
s=t]
Voabulary
Eoard

Wiorksheet
completed
yesterday
iorkshest
SCISS0ES
lue

Completed
wiorkshests
Communication
devices

The lesson plans contain:

Detailed instructions on
how that day's lesson
should run
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The President 1s also in charge of making sure people
follow new laws. He has lots of people to help him make
sure this happens.

This unit contains 2 books. One
(S on the powers each branch of
government has. There is

¢ N W simple text and engaging

the departments. It is in charge of all the military and \ .
v keeping our country safe. A phOtOS a nd 'S 59 pages




A member of Congress, either a Senator or
Representative, will then take that idea and sponsor it.

The other book is on how a bill
becomes a law. There is simple
The committee has the power to change to the bill if tQXt and en989'n9 phOtOS and 'S

they feel it is necessary. Once satisfied with the final
draft, itis time for approval. 17 Pages




This unit comes with a
vocabulary board.

\Jocabulary boards are great
for ALL students to assist with
participation and engagement
In group discussions.

Tips on how to use in the unit!!

Also in black and white
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executive branch legislative branch
Branc_h of 80‘-"9"'”“‘?"“ |9-d_b‘/ the president. Branch of government that writes laws. It is
Also includes the Vice President and people made up of the House of Representatives
who help the President make decisions. , and the Senate.
|
W

i ’ [ [
e President [ his unit comes with 28
Branch that interprets the law and is made Leader of the country and the military.
up of the Supreme court and federal judges . Also the leader of the executive branch.

vocabulary cards.

Every day students will do a

Department of Defense | Department of Education

Largest department, responsible for Responsible for educating all students.

250-5 group activity using these cards
g+0 e '
b to get more familiar with words
DepanmenmeomelandDel:'artmentoflusttce """ that 8(‘8 “ke|9 HGW tO them

Securi

ty Responsible for making sure the law is

Responsible for protecting our country from enforced. Includes the FBl and US
terrorism. ! Marshalls.

Also in black and white

¥




Executive Office of the Press SECI"Etal"y
President (EOP)

Part of the executive branch. Made up of
the White House Staff and keep things
running smoothly.

Person in the EOP who is responsible for
communicating with the press and general
public.

Cabinet : Department of Agriculture

Part of the executive branch. Made up of

the heads of 15 big departments that help
advise the President.

Responsible for keeping our food safe and
protects the land for farming.

[

Match the pictures with the definitions on the previous pages.

N

Also in black and white

it

Students will also test their
knowledge of these new words

and symbols with a cut and
paste activity on days 12&713.




commander in chief veto

You have 2 choices:

1. Students match the
picture to the definition
(easier).

2.5tudents match the
definition to the picture
(harder).

Vice President

'

Match with the correct picture.

Branch of government that writes laws. |t
Responsible for educating all students. is made up of the House of
Representatives and the Senate.

Power of the President to forgive a person | A judge. Usually refers to a judge on the
of a crime. Supreme Court.

Person in the EOP who is responsible for

The steps how an idea becomes a bill and P : ik i
communicating with the press and general

then becomes a law.

public.
Leader of the country and the military. Part of the Judicial branch. The highest
Also the leader of the executive branch. court in the US.

Part of legislative branch. Each state elects
representatives based on how many
people live in the state.

Also in black and white




Supreme Court

T
udicial process

R

(3}
interpret the law

Cut apart pictures and plac

uuuuuuuuuu

judicial process

UUUUUUUUUUUUUUUU

ssssssss
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checks and balances

Also in black and white

)

This unit contains 3 circle maps, one
for each branch of government.
Circle maps are a great way to get
the "big picture" of a topic. There are
2 Versions:
e Errorless option with only
{ ) correct answers
e \Wrong answers mixed in that
students will have to set aside.



This unit contains flow
charts for each branch of
government. Suggestions
for differentiation are
included.

Also in black and whute




Match the correct branch of government with each job

or responsibility listed.

Match the correct branch of government with each job
or responsibility listed.

Also in black and white

There is a matching activity
where students will match
various duties to each branch of
government.




Find the correct pictures to show how each action by one
branch is checked my an action of another branch.

A

’
Supreme Court E
5 1 it

tional Vice President voles ongress can impeach

>S@

@é — @ — | This is a flow chart to show the
— checks and balances that exist
‘% @-*- @ P B between the three branches of
e T L government.
[T

y

Also in black and white



How a Bill Becomes a Law

There is a sequencing activity
showing how a bill becomes a

law. This is covered in the

Place in the correct order on the previous page. SeCOnd bOOk inCIUded "n the Un"t.




Branches of Government

| ® g@g@g | Branches of Government
il | AP There are Sudoku puzzles in
Bl Xn ere s <
= R this unit as well. This is a great
| ) | 0.0 .
= s phdy way to work with the new
2 2 rIRERE, vocabulary!

% President law o

= 18 BT

eeeeeeeee = cecer %ﬁ a |

ssssssss s | There are 2 versions plus

oreious paie, oRpiRthg e scpinsie, | ansSwer kegs.

Also in black and white




Branches of Government

ZICININIWIPI|B]|I LILIP|S]|I1]|S]|C

JIU|IS|T [ C|E | BIOJLIJI|IJIE]A

HIQ|S]|]U]|N | MIPIEIA|C|IH|G|N]|J

CINIPIN|T|ID|VIM]|]T|O}|S RIA|U

O|L|IO|G|VI|X|DILIF|J]JE]I'lQ|T|D h ' I h
B e e e B There is also a word search.
YIO|S|CIA|JB]I|INIJE|IT|ClL]|J|C]|C S ’ h
E|IC|IO|IN|GIRIE|S|IS|IDIAJA|lUIY]I UggeStlonS On OW to

1o efufxfzlafofnfelvicl]e]s complete if your students are
JIPIRIE|IS]|I|DI|EIN|TJ|J|R|H|A]|L

QlY|L|IN|H|R|H|IRIJA|VIK|VIWIR|M not able to do Word Searches
TISI|J|E|X|E|JC|U|]T]|I|VIE|V|DI|F

VIRIKIKI|IQICI|S|ZI|Y|UIKI|TJ|F|]O]Y are "nCIUded_
MIPIFIEIQOQIOIMI|CIX]|IGIY|O|FIN]L

UININ|Z|G|FJU|JI|A|JEIX|LIAIW]S

EXECUTIVE LEGISLATIVE JUDICIAL

PRESIDENT VETO PARDON

CABINET SENATE CONGRESS

JUSTICE IMPEACH SPONSOR

LAW BILL




Legislative Branch

1. The Legislative branch is made of

2. Their main job is to write that will become laws.

How a bill becomes a law

E—— — Close worksheets are a great

1. A bill starts with an

s | —j informal assessment. This unit

e— i has several of them to review
' B B each branch of government as
| b Ao e gom o || well as one on how a bill

o O becomes a law.

everyone is doing their job.
S
7h| &P
.% 35’ Cpddkds o
e me House

House of

Answer key included.

Presicen sign

Also in black and white



Version 1 ,

1. All three branches of government have powers that are:

I
|
equal Ui Bogelner

UNEGUa

ich branch can declare war?

- =
executive Megisiative judicial

3. The Commander in Chief, in charge or the military, is also

the:
5

Press Secretany the House Presient

FINALLY the assessment!!
There are 3versions. This
version has 10 questions with 3
picture choices for each
question.

4. The legislative process is how a bill becomes a:

5. In order for an idea to become a bill, someone in Congress

lE‘EdS to:
‘ ‘
forget it | sign it ]

= Answer key included.

Also in black and white



Version 2 ' 7

Print onto cardstock or mount on index cards. Cut pictures
apart and show student answer choices for each question.

With this version, you cut

out the answer choices

and glue them on index

cards. Ask the student
the question, and they

=dl point to the correct

‘ A answer.

Also in black and white



1.

2.

the:

. The legislative process is how a bill becomes a:

3. The Commander in Chief, in charge or the military, is also

All three branches of government have powers that are:
A. equal

B. unequal

C. tied together

Which branch can declare war?
A. executive

B. legislative
C. judicial

This is your traditional
multiple choice version. |t
can also be used as a

A. Press Secretary
B. Speaker of the House
C. President

L recording sheet if your

In order for an idea to become a bill, someone in Congress
needs to:

A. forgetit
B. sign it
C. sponsor it

students are using the
version with index cards.

This is made up of 15 department heads who help the
President:

A. Senate
B. class
C. Cabinet



Finally, the Vice President actually serves as the
President of the Senate. He 1s normally not very
mvolved 1 the Senate, unless there 1s a tie vote, and then
. the Vice President will break the tie.
Watch the movie | the Vice Preside eak the tie
on the Branches

of Government

So, if the bill deals with the environment, then it will go
to a committee of people who know a lot about the
environment and feel strongly about protecting it.

Watch the
video How a

Bill Becomes a
Law

There are digital versions for
most of the activities in this
unit. Both books come in movie
files you can show in google
classroom or in a google slide.




Executive Branch iiiiiii -||il||

| There are 2 sets of digital
activities. All the activities in
— both sets are click and drag;
there is no typing done by the
student.




diffe
' Match the correct branch of government with
'~ each job or responsibility listed.

The second set of slides is
differentiated with color to add
more support to students who
o are still learning the

oje information. These make great
independent work centers.

e e

. - T
Easlulve branch EleLirve Brang b e Lve Birarc #

Make great independent work centers



Click Here

* e
toread

| realize there will be some
students out there unable to do
cutting activities. 1 have a blog
post with ways to complete all
of these activities without a
pair of scissors!!



https://specialneedsforspecialkids.org/2020/04/27/no-scissors-allowed/

